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Viadimir llyich Lenin

Excrepts

From T he State and Revolution

“We are not utopians, we do not “dream” of
dispensing at once with all administration, with all
subordination. These anarchist dreams, based upon
incomprehension of the tasks of the proletarian
dictatorship, are totally alien to Marxism, and, as a
matter of fact, serve only to postpone the socialist
revolution until people are different. No, we want
the socialist revolution with people as they are now,
with people who cannot dispense with
subordination, control, and "foremen and
accountants”.

“During the lifetime of great revolutionaries, the
oppressing classes constantly hounded them,
received their theories with the most savage malice,
the most furious hatred and the most unscrupulous
campaigns of lies and slander. After their death,
attempts are made to convert them into harmless
icons, to canonize them, so to say, and to hallow
their names to a certain extent for the “consolation”
of the oppressed classes and with the object of
duping the latter, while at the same time robbing
the revolutionary theory of its substance, blunting
its revolutionary edge and vulgarizing it.”
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From

What Is to Be Done?

“We are marching in a compact group along a
precipitous and difficult path, firmly holding each
other by the hand. We are surrounded on all sides
by enemies, and we have to advance almost
constantly under their fire. We have combined, by a
freely adopted decision, for the purpose of fighting
the enemy, and not of retreating into the
neighbouring marsh, the inhabitants of which, from
the very outset, have reproached us with having
separated ourselves into an exclusive group and
with having chosen the path of struggle instead of
the path of conciliation. And now some among us
begin to cry out: Let us go into the marsh! And
when we begin to shame them, they retort: What
backward people you are! Are you not ashamed to
deny us the liberty to invite you to take a better
road! Oh, yes, gentlemen! You are free not only to
invite us, but to go yourselves wherever you will,
even into the marsh. In fact, we think that the
marsh is your proper place, and we are prepared to
render you every assistance to get there. Only let go
of our hands, don't clutch at us and don't besmirch
the grand word freedom, for we too are "free" to go
where we please, free to fight not only against the
marsh, but also against those who are turning
towards the marsh!”
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From:

The Military Programme of the
Proletarian Revolution

“An oppressed class which does not strive to learn
to use arms, to acquire arms, only deserves to be
treated like slaves. We cannot, unless we have
become bourgeois pacifists or opportunists, forget
that we are living in a class society from which there
IS no way out, nor can there be, save through the
class struggle. In every class society, whether based
on slavery, serfdom, or, as at present, wage-labor,
the oppressor class is always armed. Not only the
modern standing army, but even the modern militia
- and even in the most democratic bourgeois
republics, Switzerland, for instance - represent the
bourgeoisie armed against the proletariat. That is
such an elementary truth that it is hardly necessary
to dwell upon it. Suffice it to point to the use of
troops against strikers in all capitalist countries.

A bourgeoisie armed against the proletariat is one of
the biggest fundamental and cardinal facts of
modern capitalist society. And in face of this fact,
revolutionary Social-Democrats are urged to
“demand” “disarmament”! That is tantamount of
complete abandonment of the class-struggle point
of view, to renunciation of all thought of revolution.
Our slogan must be: arming of the proletariat to
defeat, expropriate and disarm the bourgeoisie.
These are the only tactics possible for a



revolutionary class, tactics that follow logically
from, and are dictated by, the whole objective
development of capitalist militarism. Only after the
proletariat has disarmed the bourgeoisie will it be
able, without betraying its world-historic mission,
to consign all armaments to the scrap-heap. And the
proletariat will undoubtedly do this, but only when
this condition has been fulfilled, certainly not
before.”



